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4. Reduce child mortality

China’s infant mortality rate has been
reduced from 50.2%, in 1991 to 15.3%,
in 2007, while under-five mortality has
fallen from 61%, to 18.1%,. The target
to reduce under-five mortality by two-
thirds has thus been met already. Infant
and under-five mortality rates are however
higher in western provinces than in the
coastal cities.

5. Improve maternal health

The maternal mortality rate fell from 94.7
per 100,000 in 1990 to 36.6 in 2007, and
the target to reduce the maternal mortality
rate by three quarters before 2015 is likely
to be met on time. However, significant
gaps remain between urban and rural
areas as well as between different regions.
China is actively providing reproductive
health care before, during and after
pregnancy.

6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and
other diseases

By the end of 2007, an estimated
700,000 people were infected with HIV/
AIDS in China. With a total infection rate
of 0.05%, the overall incidence of HIV/
AIDS is low, but particular groups and
regions exhibit higher rates. The rate
of new HIV infections has been slowed,
but varies among regions. Although
the general situation is uncertain and
challenges remain, China is making steady
progress towards the MDG target on HIV/
AIDS. Targets on the incidence of malaria
and tuberculosis will also be met on time.

7. Ensure environmental sustainability
The state of China’s environmental
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protection has been improving. Forest
coverage has increased from 13.929% in
1990 to its present level of 18.21%. The
number of people without access to safe
drinking water has dropped from 379
million in 2000 to 251 million in 2007 and
the 11th Five Year Plan includes plans for
expanding access to another 160 million
people between 2006 and 2010, which
would exceed the MDG target. Biodiversity
is however facing serious challenges from
environmental pressures resulting from
continued rapid economic growth.

8. Develop a global partnership for
development

This goal aims to promote and track
the actions of developed countries
in supporting progress in developing
countries. While its status as a developing
country means that China has no
obligations under this goal, China has
always provided assistance to other
developing countries under the framework
of South-South cooperation.

Since 2000, China has gradually been
increasing its overseas assistance,
especially support and investment to
the least developed countries. At the
Financing for Development High-Level
Plenary Meeting of the 2005 World
Summit, President Hu Jintao announced
five initiatives to support developing
countries. At the China-Africa Cooperation
Forum Beijing Summit in 2006, President
Hu further announced eight commitments
to Africa in respect of trade and economic
relations. These commitments are
all being implemented, or have been
implemented already.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF
CHINA'S PROGRESS TOWARDS
THE MDGS 2008 REPORT

During the last 30 years of reform and
opening up, China has recorded significant
development achievements. The country’
s own commendable goal of establishing
a harmonious and all-round Xiaokang
society is fundamentally in line with
the UN Millennium Development Goals.
Thanks to its great progress, China has
already met two of the Goals: halving
poverty and achieving universal access to
primary education. Other Goals are likely
to be met on time.

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and
hunger

Measured by the national poverty line,
China’s total number of absolute poor has
dropped from 85 million in 1990 (9.6%
of the rural population) to 14.79 million
in 2007 (1.6%). The target has also been
met as measured by the standard MDG
poverty line of US$1/day. In addition,
China reduced the share of the population
without secure access to sufficient food
from 17% in 1990 to 7% in 2002, thus
meeting also the Goal on hunger ahead of
schedule..
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2. Universal primary education

By the end of 2007, net enrolment in
primary education reached 99.5%, while
the primary school five-year attendance
rate was increased from 959% in 2000 to
99% in 2006 and the enrolment rate for
junior high school reached 98%. Nine-year
compulsory education now covers 99.39%,
of the school-age population nationwide,
meeting the target of achieving universal
primary education.

3. Promote gender equality and
empower women

In 2006, 347 million women were in wage
employment, equivalent to 45.49% of all
working people in the country. Women’
s participation in the National People’s
Congress has been raised to 21.3% of all
seats, which is 39 higher than the Asian
average. In 2007, the net enrolment rates
for girls and boys to primary schools
were 99.529% and 99.469% respectively,
meaning that the target to eliminate
gender disparity in primary education has
been met. The target to eliminate gender
disparity at all levels of education by 2015
is likely to be met on time.
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THE TABLE BELOW IS A GENERAL ASSESSMENT OF CHINA'S PROGRESS IN ACHIEVING THE MDGS.

WILL THE GOAL OR STATE OF NATIONAL
GOALS 7/ TARGETS
TARGET BE MET SUPPORT

MDG1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
Target 1.A: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people whose income is less than one dollar a day Already met Strong
Target 1.B: Achieve full and productive employment and decent work for all, including women and young people Potentially Strong
Target 1.C: Halve, between 1990 and 2015, the proportion of people who suffer from hunger Already met Strong
MDG2: Achieve universal primary education
Target 2.A: Ensure that, by 2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full course of primary

, Already met Strong
schooling
MDG3: Promote gender equality and empower women
Target 3.A: Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education, preferably by 2005, and in all levels of .

: Likely Strong
education no later than 2015
MDG4: Reduce child mortality
Target 4.A: Reduce by two-thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the under five mortality rate Already met Strong
MDG5: Improve maternal health
Target 5.A: Reduce by three quarters, between 1990 and 2015, the maternal mortality ratio Likely Strong
Target 5.B: Achieve, by 2015, universal access to reproductive health Potentially Good
MDG6: Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
Target 6.A: Have halted by 2015 and begun to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS Likely Strong
Target 6.B: Achieve, by 2010, universal access to treatment for HIV/AIDS for all those who need it Potentially Good
Target 6.C: Have halted by 2015 and begun to reverse the incidence of malaria and other major diseases Likely Good
MDG7: Ensure environmental sustainability
Target 7.A: Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programmes and reverse the loss Likel st

ike ron

of environmental resources y =
Target 7.B: Reduce biodiversity loss, achieving, by 2010, a significant reduction in the rate of loss Potentially Good
Target 7.C: Halve, by 2015, the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation Likely Strong
MDGS8: Develop a global partnership for development

Analysis of China’s progress in achieving the MDGs reveals great success as well as new challenges brought on by rapid development. China is likely to achieve all the MDG targets by 2015, but special
attention should be paid to promoting gender equality and women’s empowerment, combating HIV/AIDS and reversing the loss of environmental resources. The Chinese Government is aware of these
problems and has taken actions to address the new challenges, paying special attention to balancing development between urban and rural areas, different regions, economic and social progress, and
between people and nature. China is set to achieve further development successes by 2015, making even greater contributions to the international effort to reach the MDGs.
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